FIRST MEDITERRANEAN AGREEMENT              99
(c)
Accession of Austria-Hungary to the Agreement;   London, March 24, 1887.
NOTE OF COUNT KJ(ROLYI TO THE MARQUESS OF SALISBURY.
March 24, 1887.
I have the honor, by order of my Government, to address to Your Excellency the following communication:
It is with a lively satisfaction that the Cabinet of Vienna has taken cognizance of the understanding reached between the British Cabinet and that of Italy on the bases of a common policy to be followed in the questions of the Mediterranean and of the adjacent seas.
I am charged with expressing to Your Excellency the deepest thanks of the Imperial and Royal Government for having been apprised without loss of time of this important :ahd eminently conservative agreement.
Animated, above all things, by the desire to contribute so far as possible to the maintenance of European public law and of peace, the Austro-Hungarian Government is happy to be. able to note that the fundamental principles and the political objects which are established by this understanding conform to those which guide the policy of Austria-Hungary.
Moved by the conviction that these objects would best be assured by our cooperation, the Government of His Imperial and Royal Apostolic Majesty is ready to adhere to the declarations of friendship and of identity of political views such as are recorded in the notes exchanged between Your Excellency and Count Corti under date of February 12 of the current year.
In announcing this adhesion, the Austro-Hungarian Government congratulates itself particularly on the political rapprochement between England and Austria-Hungary and on the resulting consolidation of reciprocal relations. These relations will thereby be distinctly placed on a common basis looking to the pursuit of identical aims and the defence of common interests.